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Ready or not, AI is in your classroom

DSI Director, Nirav Merchant, is leading the

development of a pla�orm to provide educators with

access to large language models (LLMs) while

ensuring content guardrails, privacy, and budget

controls. The pilot of AI VERDE (Virtual Explorer for

Research, Discovery, and Educa�on) received posi�ve

feedback from faculty using LLMs for teaching, such

as R programming and MedLLAMA. Moving forward,

the pla�orm can be the gateway for AI resources

from the Na�onal AI Research Infrastructure in

suppor�ng novel teaching content and research.

Read the complete U of A Health Sciences ar�cle.

https://view.comms.arizona.edu/?qs=122821d54fd131489fbb7c23eb2da7de1c4e55d8e603323c5d46aa1739b9536b2e845a8faa06727f4e8249b241f916b99e49b666c2d1d87c59dc51342b8ea73607f9f8d32ba622089843df1284f40ec9
https://view.comms.arizona.edu/?qs=122821d54fd131489fbb7c23eb2da7de1c4e55d8e603323c5d46aa1739b9536b2e845a8faa06727f4e8249b241f916b99e49b666c2d1d87c59dc51342b8ea73607f9f8d32ba622089843df1284f40ec9
https://click.comms.arizona.edu/?qs=a839b17546365826db176b212e3762ef1ebd841098977d2f242a16abb182339b1b82b1244821953084f34d24b3ded5346a8ee08f2ac6cf65
https://click.comms.arizona.edu/?qs=a839b17546365826db176b212e3762ef1ebd841098977d2f242a16abb182339b1b82b1244821953084f34d24b3ded5346a8ee08f2ac6cf65
https://click.comms.arizona.edu/?qs=a839b17546365826c3006a8ab8f7667d2db7d8fbb14334fc673c3304bbf142b5f037559ddea68e47adf4e5aaafaba4c8b72350aed1079f5f
https://click.comms.arizona.edu/?qs=a839b17546365826c3006a8ab8f7667d2db7d8fbb14334fc673c3304bbf142b5f037559ddea68e47adf4e5aaafaba4c8b72350aed1079f5f
https://click.comms.arizona.edu/?qs=a839b17546365826e877625d706985ef2f8524382665a791a1c70da17135b5c56b2b2186b1e0d97753e80fb48d177250a6a843773d585121
https://click.comms.arizona.edu/?qs=a839b17546365826e877625d706985ef2f8524382665a791a1c70da17135b5c56b2b2186b1e0d97753e80fb48d177250a6a843773d585121
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https://click.comms.arizona.edu/?qs=a839b175463658261050ac95c057c5f0eb09fd4d47097706632d5e6238cdf121f9e21671ac44fde126573c8fd9fdb69279b3520c985df599


Honors College students build machine learning
models during visit to the AI Zone

On March 19, several U of A Honors College students

and Prof. Deborah Hughes Halle� visited the AI Zone

at the Data Science Ins�tute. Nirav Merchant, Jeff

Gillan, and Leonardo Hernandez guided them through

a few key AI concepts such as training models, image

segmenta�on, bias, and classifica�on. A�er a brief

presenta�on, the students explored the web-based

tool, Teachable Machine, and built their own machine

learning models. This hands-on experience allowed

them to deepen their understanding of AI and its

real-world applica�ons.

Aligning with the U of A Space4 Center and other
projects

The Data Science Ins�tute and Roberto Furfaro,

Deputy Director for Engineering at the U of A Space4

Center, are developing the Space4 Pla�orm that uses

telescope and analysis workflow automa�on with AI

integra�on to efficiently track space objects of

interest. This pla�orm supports the U of A Space

Domain Awareness Program efforts using current

technologies.

Learn more about other DSI collabora�ve projects

It's mid-spring semester and useful workshops are
s�ll offered

Register for the U of A DataLab Spring 2025

workshops. Get the Zoom link and a�end the

workshop sessions that interest you! Unless

otherwise noted, workshops are via Zoom or at

Weaver Science-Engineering Library, room 212. Past

workshop sessions are now on the UArizona DataLab

YouTube channel.

https://click.comms.arizona.edu/?qs=a839b175463658266ff0096cee6e23960591d259d679d5c58707363620317a0446d88f66eb239a714be49c35fb55c3fe7589da77d60dc949
https://click.comms.arizona.edu/?qs=a839b175463658266ff0096cee6e23960591d259d679d5c58707363620317a0446d88f66eb239a714be49c35fb55c3fe7589da77d60dc949
https://click.comms.arizona.edu/?qs=a839b17546365826548308b8ef1e96a1d4ec1ad2c717841cd12e6e3b0dfb0632cee4524c2764b01f94dc5ad7a5bfb1f0b5e947100c8706d8
https://click.comms.arizona.edu/?qs=a839b17546365826548308b8ef1e96a1d4ec1ad2c717841cd12e6e3b0dfb0632cee4524c2764b01f94dc5ad7a5bfb1f0b5e947100c8706d8
https://click.comms.arizona.edu/?qs=a839b175463658268f5a7cd5484a868e4541f075d4a19b4aef5dc7f12e9a25f0087745a3176691bb5fd633309708b805f2db6776a854a6ce
https://click.comms.arizona.edu/?qs=a839b175463658268f5a7cd5484a868e4541f075d4a19b4aef5dc7f12e9a25f0087745a3176691bb5fd633309708b805f2db6776a854a6ce
https://click.comms.arizona.edu/?qs=a839b17546365826e35c3a8a2b1a8716096d79d620a1d5a54804215b54c1c6c88e4d0f62df4bd370920a7925210d05db3ce7aa7e77436c26
https://click.comms.arizona.edu/?qs=a839b17546365826e35c3a8a2b1a8716096d79d620a1d5a54804215b54c1c6c88e4d0f62df4bd370920a7925210d05db3ce7aa7e77436c26
https://click.comms.arizona.edu/?qs=a839b17546365826d7701bde898b1ad97ddb189c215d2e8f52ccaae87bf471262a99ecf658cb5eabf4875c27b8afab019b34330a25d0f34f
https://click.comms.arizona.edu/?qs=a839b17546365826d7701bde898b1ad97ddb189c215d2e8f52ccaae87bf471262a99ecf658cb5eabf4875c27b8afab019b34330a25d0f34f
https://click.comms.arizona.edu/?qs=a839b17546365826d7701bde898b1ad97ddb189c215d2e8f52ccaae87bf471262a99ecf658cb5eabf4875c27b8afab019b34330a25d0f34f
https://click.comms.arizona.edu/?qs=a839b17546365826d7701bde898b1ad97ddb189c215d2e8f52ccaae87bf471262a99ecf658cb5eabf4875c27b8afab019b34330a25d0f34f
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https://click.comms.arizona.edu/?qs=a839b17546365826d198e47b14fb3f4c47baa690f6078309f15ba1ed8c537227c145128624639e85853030031010419b260f92fc131c721e
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NEWS & ACTIVITIES

Learn basic computa�onal skills over the
weekend

Apply to a�end the March 22 and 23, 2025

in-person 9 AM – 5 PM so�ware carpentry

workshop that is designed for prac�cing and

aspiring research scien�sts with no or li�le

experience in working on the command line,

programming, and version control.  This

hands-on workshop held on the U of A

campus targets graduate students, postdocs,

technicians, and faculty and covers basic

computa�onal skills including Python, Unix

shell/command line, and git/GitHub.

Par�cipants will be encouraged to help one

another and to apply what they have learned

to their own research problems. Workshop

par�cipa�on is free. Applica�on to a�end is

required! Specific workshop loca�on and

direc�ons will be provided to accepted

par�cipants.

WiDS-Tucson 2025 is almost here

Register now to join us Friday, March 28,

2025, for the free WiDS-Tucson annual

conference. This year’s theme, Living in the

Ever Changing Landscape of Data, brings

keynote speaker Catherine D’Ignazio,

Associate Professor of Urban Science and

Planning in the Department of Urban Studies

and Planning at MIT.  WiDS Tucson's mission is

to increase par�cipa�on of women in data

science and to feature outstanding women

doing outstanding work. Learn more and

review the conference schedule. The WiDS-

Tucson conference is sponsored by DSI, ICDI,

https://click.comms.arizona.edu/?qs=a839b17546365826b09abdfb3d39c45e7ab74b3f368c7b998cf004122230514b9b2d7dd191584f2769a232086be47ca69ec734e315194a22
https://click.comms.arizona.edu/?qs=a839b17546365826b09abdfb3d39c45e7ab74b3f368c7b998cf004122230514b9b2d7dd191584f2769a232086be47ca69ec734e315194a22
https://click.comms.arizona.edu/?qs=a839b17546365826783c41ec5db69519a45f389b973f82280849d37ef17f294455fef1483105ac47e69b8eafe610840a8117057395007a74
https://click.comms.arizona.edu/?qs=a839b17546365826783c41ec5db69519a45f389b973f82280849d37ef17f294455fef1483105ac47e69b8eafe610840a8117057395007a74
https://click.comms.arizona.edu/?qs=a839b17546365826783c41ec5db69519a45f389b973f82280849d37ef17f294455fef1483105ac47e69b8eafe610840a8117057395007a74
https://click.comms.arizona.edu/?qs=a839b17546365826783c41ec5db69519a45f389b973f82280849d37ef17f294455fef1483105ac47e69b8eafe610840a8117057395007a74
https://click.comms.arizona.edu/?qs=a839b17546365826f4e18eb24b8088ed7aba239abc0bc8247f903b7e4e1b1eab3af3b5d79877a8a0afe326568800eb3f16651839811de6ed
https://click.comms.arizona.edu/?qs=a839b17546365826f4e18eb24b8088ed7aba239abc0bc8247f903b7e4e1b1eab3af3b5d79877a8a0afe326568800eb3f16651839811de6ed
https://click.comms.arizona.edu/?qs=a839b1754636582628490c39f20612fc481b9126800e66af1dedc985fb8966b7be8fdab564afc7d97f238ff01f30504824d66e8e24fbde86
https://click.comms.arizona.edu/?qs=a839b1754636582628490c39f20612fc481b9126800e66af1dedc985fb8966b7be8fdab564afc7d97f238ff01f30504824d66e8e24fbde86


and CALES.

Jetstream2 AI Fellows Program takes flight

Laura Dozal and Dr. Greg Chism from the

University of Arizona are among the five

inaugural fellows in the Jetstream2 AI Fellows

Program. In January 2025, Nirav Merchant,

Tyson Swetnam, Edwin Skidmore, and other

members of the Jetstream2 team gathered at

the University of Arizona to kick off the

program. Supported by the Na�onal AI

Research Resource Pilot, the Jetstream2

program runs from January to September

2025 and offers early career and established

researchers a unique opportunity to enhance

their skills, knowledge, and experience in AI-

driven research using Jetstream2. Read more

about the Jetstream2 AI Fellows Program

with Indiana University.

Leverage Free Compu�ng Resources for Your
Research!

We're seeking capstone projects. The U of A

College of Informa�on Science MS Capstone

Program is now accep�ng faculty and lab-

sponsored projects for the upcoming

semester. Advance your research with

dedicated MS Data Science students while

gaining free access to HPC resources. Submit

your project idea for Summer 2025 and Fall

2025. For ques�ons, contact Dr. Greg Chism.

U of A represented at UCSB BisQue Deep
Learning kickoff mee�ng 

On February 12, Nirav Merchant a�ended a

UCSB mee�ng hosted by the Center for

Mul�modal Big Data Science, where the

BisQue Deep Learning (BDL)

https://click.comms.arizona.edu/?qs=a839b1754636582669e5f09a294b4c2cf37560b01896e66a31efd8b6540f27979a081054f720f5eff5ff6574a78cca0bf89e42419e8b8f74
https://click.comms.arizona.edu/?qs=a839b1754636582669e5f09a294b4c2cf37560b01896e66a31efd8b6540f27979a081054f720f5eff5ff6574a78cca0bf89e42419e8b8f74
https://click.comms.arizona.edu/?qs=a839b1754636582640018f56f99e5320021b1a22e646c4588b65ddf48730c1acce393e6daa6594b1fc56f37883353173431ae6d55d787b09
https://click.comms.arizona.edu/?qs=a839b1754636582640018f56f99e5320021b1a22e646c4588b65ddf48730c1acce393e6daa6594b1fc56f37883353173431ae6d55d787b09
https://click.comms.arizona.edu/?qs=a839b17546365826aa897b9c54df49b1719b787abe9a371eba5c66d003bf273e6b22eedd1a9956f25c36d63da4f7c6306e082626abe7ea92
https://click.comms.arizona.edu/?qs=a839b17546365826aa897b9c54df49b1719b787abe9a371eba5c66d003bf273e6b22eedd1a9956f25c36d63da4f7c6306e082626abe7ea92
https://click.comms.arizona.edu/?qs=a839b17546365826181ae518a0069f1cded25f32e482a116cbbbff9ea47944a66fd541a8724cc12f43c5bf83724d28570713dc6595c54bb6
https://click.comms.arizona.edu/?qs=a839b17546365826181ae518a0069f1cded25f32e482a116cbbbff9ea47944a66fd541a8724cc12f43c5bf83724d28570713dc6595c54bb6
https://click.comms.arizona.edu/?qs=a839b17546365826181ae518a0069f1cded25f32e482a116cbbbff9ea47944a66fd541a8724cc12f43c5bf83724d28570713dc6595c54bb6
https://click.comms.arizona.edu/?qs=a839b17546365826181ae518a0069f1cded25f32e482a116cbbbff9ea47944a66fd541a8724cc12f43c5bf83724d28570713dc6595c54bb6
https://click.comms.arizona.edu/?qs=a839b17546365826c91c40674ae145264d8c8e8316a6938feaaa6ee92a3cf6c5d7faae7e6cddee0a28b398e16a8fb586f49f0a096c699476
https://click.comms.arizona.edu/?qs=a839b17546365826c91c40674ae145264d8c8e8316a6938feaaa6ee92a3cf6c5d7faae7e6cddee0a28b398e16a8fb586f49f0a096c699476
https://click.comms.arizona.edu/?qs=a839b17546365826c91c40674ae145264d8c8e8316a6938feaaa6ee92a3cf6c5d7faae7e6cddee0a28b398e16a8fb586f49f0a096c699476
https://click.comms.arizona.edu/?qs=a839b17546365826c91c40674ae145264d8c8e8316a6938feaaa6ee92a3cf6c5d7faae7e6cddee0a28b398e16a8fb586f49f0a096c699476
https://click.comms.arizona.edu/?qs=a839b17546365826aa897b9c54df49b1719b787abe9a371eba5c66d003bf273e6b22eedd1a9956f25c36d63da4f7c6306e082626abe7ea92
https://click.comms.arizona.edu/?qs=a839b17546365826aa897b9c54df49b1719b787abe9a371eba5c66d003bf273e6b22eedd1a9956f25c36d63da4f7c6306e082626abe7ea92
https://click.comms.arizona.edu/?qs=a839b175463658263808adf90bf5e9b0c7ae43dcae6d11cc48d76df9ef980f394b4262bc29d24efb21dfb3423f756add31bb1273a4c96fc8
https://click.comms.arizona.edu/?qs=a839b175463658263808adf90bf5e9b0c7ae43dcae6d11cc48d76df9ef980f394b4262bc29d24efb21dfb3423f756add31bb1273a4c96fc8


cyberinfrastructure project was introduced.

The project uses advanced AI and deep

learning to help researchers manage and

analyze large, complex data and makes it

easier for them to use tools for detec�ng

objects, tracking movements, and organizing

data. One goal is to make these powerful tools

available to more researchers, like Marat

Latypov  with the U of A College of

Engineering, and help them to make new

discoveries and solve important problems

such as improving healthcare, tackling climate

change, and finding sustainable materials. 

Seeking nomina�ons for 2025-2026 Data
Science Ambassadors

We are seeking nomina�ons for enthusias�c

PhD students to support data science literacy

at the University of Arizona. Selected

applicants will develop a program of support

and engagement that reflects and advances

the data science needs of their college. All

ambassadors will receive training and support

in order to foster data science literacy in their

respec�ve college and compensa�on of a

$1,500 s�pend for an academic year

commitment. The call for nomina�ons will

open on March 31, 2025.  Visit the DSA site

for more informa�on. DSI, UA Libraries, and

the College of Informa�on Science are

sponsors of DSA.

Building and expanding the Roots for
Resilience program 

The Roots for Resilience program is slightly

changing its approach based on its past

success and feedback from par�cipants. The

applica�on process will begin soon—be sure

to check the Roots for Resilience program site

https://click.comms.arizona.edu/?qs=a839b1754636582657409c256e6f7b853599e05b287d022946c45b69b65aebd6c6539bbc0fb0c4b53e2856165b2486af91d4e7df9289fefd
https://click.comms.arizona.edu/?qs=a839b1754636582657409c256e6f7b853599e05b287d022946c45b69b65aebd6c6539bbc0fb0c4b53e2856165b2486af91d4e7df9289fefd
https://click.comms.arizona.edu/?qs=a839b1754636582657409c256e6f7b853599e05b287d022946c45b69b65aebd6c6539bbc0fb0c4b53e2856165b2486af91d4e7df9289fefd
https://click.comms.arizona.edu/?qs=a839b1754636582657409c256e6f7b853599e05b287d022946c45b69b65aebd6c6539bbc0fb0c4b53e2856165b2486af91d4e7df9289fefd
https://click.comms.arizona.edu/?qs=a839b17546365826b5a6143215d259718be7c57725f4d1107809af7dbe8f12690cba9ef86f9e0f38c7dd75266827f93e766a9c3acd3f3c65
https://click.comms.arizona.edu/?qs=a839b17546365826b5a6143215d259718be7c57725f4d1107809af7dbe8f12690cba9ef86f9e0f38c7dd75266827f93e766a9c3acd3f3c65
https://click.comms.arizona.edu/?qs=a839b1754636582649b20096b3499e3139ebb312a0bff7001e3bab5504197b1d210f0f4bf7aee7a79b7dfa48f7de0854ec09dfd20af237cb
https://click.comms.arizona.edu/?qs=a839b1754636582649b20096b3499e3139ebb312a0bff7001e3bab5504197b1d210f0f4bf7aee7a79b7dfa48f7de0854ec09dfd20af237cb
https://click.comms.arizona.edu/?qs=a839b1754636582621ca245cc9535ab08fefc53b0dd9914de1e609affc17580ef49e9ef370499c88a454c13c747b4931b2c87705d08af237
https://click.comms.arizona.edu/?qs=a839b1754636582621ca245cc9535ab08fefc53b0dd9914de1e609affc17580ef49e9ef370499c88a454c13c747b4931b2c87705d08af237
https://click.comms.arizona.edu/?qs=a839b175463658263d6795e0607c127ef8bd375ff780ba943e9b5c179dee8c8710116cc865c774f062dfbe3fdac36ab2bc4664f0f0e772e4
https://click.comms.arizona.edu/?qs=a839b175463658263d6795e0607c127ef8bd375ff780ba943e9b5c179dee8c8710116cc865c774f062dfbe3fdac36ab2bc4664f0f0e772e4


regularly for updates to the program and

details. We look forward to welcoming the Fall

2025 cohort to the Roots for Resilience

program. DSI, CyVerse, and AIR are Roots for

Resilience program sponsors.

Join us for the premier hackathon in the
Southwestern United States

Hack Arizona is March 22-23 and brings

together student innovators, developers,

designers, and problem-solvers to collaborate,

learn, and create groundbreaking projects.

Network with like-minded individuals, gain

hands-on experience, and showcase skills in a

compe��ve yet suppor�ve environment. Hack

Arizona is for students in higher educa�on in

AZ. Please register to a�end the hackathon.

Share The Data Drip!

Share The Data Drip with your friends and

colleagues who can subscribe by comple�ng

this brief form.  If you have data science news

or events that you want to share in The Data

Drip or on the DSI website, send us an email.

CALENDAR

Review the DSI calendar of events for data science ac�vi�es and workshops

available from across campus. Complete the DSI calendar request form to have

your data science event listed in The Data Drip or on the DSI calendar.

https://click.comms.arizona.edu/?qs=a839b1754636582693d08215d36f06dc71b24d940a5a184e21e60aaa347294edce686d0e694d75d63a63844b7721d004d84ff8b47d07865b
https://click.comms.arizona.edu/?qs=a839b1754636582693d08215d36f06dc71b24d940a5a184e21e60aaa347294edce686d0e694d75d63a63844b7721d004d84ff8b47d07865b
https://click.comms.arizona.edu/?qs=a839b17546365826e23725def51e8eb259d872affe2c52689c77ecf1307071090541f98173df39a4bd3d1f78729c93b393ffc389afb6643f
https://click.comms.arizona.edu/?qs=a839b17546365826e23725def51e8eb259d872affe2c52689c77ecf1307071090541f98173df39a4bd3d1f78729c93b393ffc389afb6643f
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Spring
Semester

2025

U of A DataLab Workshops series and sessions

Expert-led sessions with AI & Cloud Tools for Geographic Analysis; AI

Applica�ons in Engineering, Life Sciences, Genomics, Healthcare;

and more.

Mar

20

Introduc�on to Speech Technology

A beginner-friendly, hands-on workshop that covers the basics of

acous�c modeling, phone�cs and the applica�ons of speech tech in

modern applica�ons.

Mar

22
&
23

So�ware Carpentry Workshop (2 days)

Learn the founda�onal skills necessary to be produc�ve in small

research teams. The workshop targets graduate students, postdocs,

technicians, and faculty. Undergraduate students can be admi�ed if

space is available.

Mar

25

Reinforcement Learning

Workshop series covers essen�al concepts in classical machine

learning, offered with beginner-friendly, hands-on programming

demonstra�on in Python. 

Mar

25

End-to-end ML Workflow pt.2

Con�nuing from the previous session, this workshop aims to use the

previously labelled data in order to train, test and run a model.

Mar

28

Women in Data Science Tucson 2025

The WiDS-Tucson one-day technical conference provides an

opportunity to hear about the latest data science related research

and applica�ons in a number of domains, and connect with others

in the field.

APRIL

04

Drone Day 2025

Drone Day con�nues to be an opportunity to connect UAV

(unoccupied aerial vehicle) users at the U of A and the greater

Tucson area.
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Yes! Add me to the DSI email list.

Subscribe to the Data Science Ins�tute email list. Or email the Data Science

Ins�tute to let us know how we can be of assistance to you and your research. 
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O’odham and the Yaqui. The university strives to build sustainable rela�onships with sovereign

Na�ve Na�ons and Indigenous communi�es through educa�on offerings, partnerships, and

community service.
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